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Palm Tree Endowment in Oman: A Jurisprudential Study of
Interest, Purposes, Challenges, and Solutions Through
Referendums and Wills in Jurisprudence and Fatwa Books
(12th-15th Century AH/18th-21st Century CE)

Hilal bin Khalfan bin Muhammad Al-Batashi
Department of Jurisprudence, College of Sharia Sciences,
Sultanate of Oman.

Email: h.albtashi@css.edu.om .

Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of palm tree endowments
(wagf) in Oman, highlighting its significant role in Omani
society since the advent of Islam and the establishment of the
wagf system to the present day. It seeks to answer several
questions: What is the historical importance of palm tree
wagf in Oman? What objectives did the founders aim to
achieve through this endowment? What challenges prevent
the achievement of its goals? And how can practical and
legitimate solutions be developed to contribute to its
development and sustainability?

The study aims to demonstrate the historical and social
significance of palm tree waqgf in Oman, shed light on the
objectives of the founders and the beneficiaries of the waqf,
analyze the challenges facing palm tree waqf in the context of
contemporary realities, and propose practical solutions that
align with Islamic law and Omani regulations<The
importance of this study lies in its emphasis on the
significance of palm tree waqgf in Oman, clarifying its various
purposes and the groups benefiting from it, and identifying
the issues hindering its sustainability. This contributes to a
better understanding of the contemporary challenges it faces
and offers practical solutions to address these challenges,
consistent with the objectives of Islamic law regarding the
legitimacy of waqf<The research utilizes various
methodologies, such as induction to explore all aspects
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related to palm tree waqgf through books of responses and
fatwas within the scope of the study. It also relies on
descriptive and analytical methods to present an accurate
portrayal of its importance, objectives, motivations, and
challenges. Furthermore, the study uses a deductive approach
to derive the most important solutions to mitigate the issues
surrounding palm tree waqgf<The research yielded several key
findings, including: that palm tree waqf is the most common
type of wagf in Oman, with its purposes ranging from
supporting other wagf projects such as mosques, cemeteries,
and libraries, to being an independent wagf. The study also
found that palm tree waqf faces multiple challenges, such as
its distribution across separate farms, the lack of
documentation proving ownership, and insufficient returns to
cover its operational costs. Moreover, it was concluded that
books of classical jurisprudence and fatwa collections are
crucial sources for studying community waqf cases, as they
contain legal rulings and historical applications that reflect
the reality of waqf through the ages.

Keywords: Endowment, Palm trees, Purposes, Challenges,

Solutions.
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