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Kaf-affixed demonstratives in the Quran; second

person agreement or singularity? A semantic study

Dr. Nasr Saeed Abdul Maksoud

Assistant Professor in the Department of Readings - Faculty of the
Holy Quran In Tanta

Abstract

Kaf is affixed to demonstratives in the Quran in two ways: The first
is in agreement with the second person according to gender and
number, and this is the mainstream dialect of the Arabs. The
second is that it will always be singular regardless of the nature of

the second person. This is encountered in a few instances.

In this study, thee researcher tries to explain the reasons behind
this difference in Kaf-affixation. Results showed that the majority
of instances in the Quran are that of agreement. The few cases of
disagreement are special case that have special interpretations.
The study shows that although Arabs used both dialects ; the
agreement and the disagreement, the instances in the Quran are
not just following the two dialects of the Arabs. Rather the
disagreement instances are treated as special cases that need

attention on the semantic level.

Key words: Second person Kaf — demonstratives — Quran
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