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Seemingly contradictory or inconsistent positions in
Surah Al-An‘aam (The Cattle)

TahaaniHassanein Ali Al-Bagli
Department of Exegesis and Quranic Sciences, Faculty of
Islamic andArab Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University,
Zagazig Branch.
Email: tahany.haanien@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract
The Ever-Glorious Qur’an is the eternal miracle of God
with which He has challenged all mankind and the jinn to
produce a piece of discourse similar to the eloguence of
the Qur'an words, the precision of its structure and the
consistency of its verses whose meanings are never
contradictory or incongruous. Many exegetes and
scholars of Qur'anic sciences have dwelled and elaborated
on some verses that may be understood to be seemingly
contradictory or inconsistent to refute the false claims of
enemies of Islam who raised unfounded suspicions that
Qur'anic verses are contradictory or inconsistent. In fact,
these false claims are due to failure to ponder over the
Qur'anic verses, inability to understand the Qur'an's
marvelous structure, its eloquent discourse and its perfect
expressions. They are also a result of the low cunning of
the enemies of Islam who have harbored grudges against
Muslims and their Qur'an which proved over ages that its
frequent recitation never leads to dullness, its miraculous
nature never fades away and its appeal always drives a
believer to be more attached to and positive about his
religion. This research paper provides an analytical study
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of some seemingly contradictory or inconsistent positions
in the verses of Surah Al-An‘aam (The Cattle, Chapter 6
of the Qur'an). It refutes the false claims of contradiction
and inconsistency through illustrating the harmony and
congruence of the verses of Surah Al-An‘aam within the
Surah and with other Qur'anic verses throughout the
whole Qur'an. This study adopts the inductive, descriptive
and analytical approach. It concludes with some
significant results, including the fact that the false claims
of the enemies of Islam about the existence of
contradiction and inconsistency in Qur'anic verses are
motivated by their endeavors to make Muslims doubt the
most important sources of their religion, i.e. the Qur'an,
so that they can easily undermine their faith. It also
reveals that if those who claim contradiction and
inconsistency in Qur'anic verses read the Qur'an in
meditation and without following their low desires,
confer Arabic grammar and eloguence books and consult
the Qur'anic sciences, they will realize harmony and
congruence in its verses and will make sure thatthis
Qur'an is really (a Book whose verses are perfected, well
composed and distinctly arranged from One (Allah), Who
is All-Wise and Well-Acquainted (with all things) (11:1).
Key words: Quran interpretation, Exegesis, Qur'anic
sciences, Qur’an miraculous nature, Qur’an inimitability,
seemingly contradictory or inconsistent positions, Surah
Al-An‘aam (The Cattle, Chapter 6 of the Qur'an).
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